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Today, as an Amishman once told me, we live in a strange world.  Indeed.  A world which can be quite confusing if we allow it.  We live in a time and place where some maintain that 
what we once thought the Holy Scriptures meant, they no longer mean.

Yet here I stand, in your presence, 
in continuity with all the pastors who you called before me, proclaiming to you again and again that you may have certainty about what you have been taught.  
You may be sure that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

So then, how do you know who or what to believe?  Is there really such a thing as objective truth, a gift of God constant throughout the ages for all people?  Or is the concept of truth subject to personal whim, dependent wholly on each person’s perspective, encompassed in the post-modern dictum:  Your truth may be different than someone else’s truth.  Because if that is reality – here’s the true crux of the matter – then we cannot be sure of our salvation.

These may be strange and confusing times, but such times have always existed.  The devil has always and will always attempt to confuse the faithful.  Evidence exists within Holy Scripture itself when the author of the letter to the Hebrews warns: 
Do not be led away by diverse and strange teachings.(13:9)
And no less than St. Paul counsels:

Watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught.  Avoid them!(Romans 16:17)
There are at least two things which contribute to our certainty.  First is the fact that Holy Scripture interprets itself.  We are given a wonderful example of this in today’s Lessons.  We all know the Exodus story which has its beginnings in the Lord calling Moses from the Burning Bush.  We recall that the Lord led the Israelites by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night; that Moses parted the Sea and the people walked thru on dry land; that the people of God ate manna in the Wilderness and drank water from the rock which Moses struck with his staff.  

Taken literally, at face value, it’s a great story.  However Holy Scripture teaches us that there is another way to understand this great story, an understanding which is much more profound.  In today’s lesson from 1 Corinthians, 
we learn that the great Exodus story is really about the Sacraments:  Holy Baptism and Holy Communion.  This is fantastic, that God would lift up HB and HC almost 1500 years before Jesus’ birth!

Listen.  I want to remind you, St. Paul writes,

that all of our ancestors walked under the pillar of cloud and all passed through the sea and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; All of them also ate the same spiritual food and drank the same spiritual drink (Holy Communion), which flowed from the spiritual rock that followed them. And that rock was Christ.

Holy Scripture interprets itself.

The second thing which contributes to our certainty is what the church has always called the repository of faith.  The repository of faith is integrally linked with our confession of the apostolic church.  It is this: the Lord’s teaching which has been handed down throughout the ages from generation to generation.  It is those teachings which have stood the test of faithfulness in time.  In other words, the repository of faith stands over against the arrogant claim of any one generation that they are more knowledgeable than another.  
St. Paul confesses the repository of faith when, in his 1st letter to the Corinthians, he writes:

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you.
Therefore if what is preached from this pulpit is in continuity with 
what has been preached from it in preceding pastorates; even more, if what is preached from this pulpit can be shown to be in continuity with the repository of faith of the church, then it is a good and faithful preaching which you receive.

Which now brings me to today’s Old Testament Lesson.  Notice that God called Moses by name.  God knows all our names.  What a beautiful thing that is.  We like when others know our name – it means that we are important to them.  So when God knows our name, we can be sure that He cares about us.  On the lips of the Prophet Isaiah, again God says,

But now thus says the LORD,

he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
"Fear not, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.
The Lord announces:  I have surely seen the affliction of my people… I know their sufferings.  And indeed He does know our sufferings, for the same one who created both time and space, is therefore the same one who is above time and space, and is the same one who was born of the Virgin Mary and walked among us.  Indeed He knows our sufferings… 
and is compassionate and merciful.

Here is the Lord’s promise:  I have come down to deliver them… and bring them out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey.  
The promised land.  The promise of heaven, the promise that we will be delivered from our bondage and brought into eternal life.

Moses had never been there before, never set foot on that holy mountain as had Abraham and Isaac and Jacob.  But he would again… and again.  At the last he would find himself present with none other than Elijah and Jesus, present to give those who follow Jesus a glimpse of heaven, a foretaste of the feast to come.

In the meantime Moses had much reason for uncertainty.  He asked the Lord, But who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?  The Lord’s answer begins in an amusing fashion.  “But…” – in other words, you are right; You are no one.

Just as I stand before you, very often asking, Who am I that I should preach your Word, O Lord?  And you yourselves may ask that same question when 
you are called to some service in His church.  But… nevertheless, the Lord says, I will be with you.

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
when you pass through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
For I am the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.(Isaiah 43:2-3)
And when you get back here, when you return to where your life began, when you come again to this holy place, then, here, on this holy mountain, in heaven, you shall minister to the Lord, the Holy One of Israel.  
You shall be joined with Moses & Elijah & all the saints eternal.  Your homecoming will be cause for celebration!  The very angels will sing for joy!  Of that, you can be certain!

